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Introduced by the Council President at the request of Mayor and Council Member Mia Jones:

RESOLUTION 2007-726
A RESOLUTION FINDING THAT A NECESSITY EXISTS FOR THE REHABILITATION, CONSERVATION, OR REDEVELOPMENT OF BLIGHTED AREAS WITHIN THE CITY; APPROVING A FINDING OF NECESSITY AND BLIGHT STUDY FOR THE NEW KINGS ROAD CORRIDOR; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, it is in the public’s interest that the City of Jacksonville carry out a redevelopment project within certain lands within the City; and


WHEREAS, the City desires to exercise those powers provided in Florida Statutes Chapter 163, Part III, to identify and rectify blighted areas; and


WHEREAS, the City has previously adopted a Neighborhood Action Plan for the Lem Turner/Ribault Scenic Drive Neighborhood and is finalizing the Neighborhood Action Plan for the Sherwood Forest/Lincoln Villas areas; and


WHEREAS, the City in conjunction with the Jacksonville Regional Chamber of Commerce has conducted a Social Compact Study; and


WHEREAS, the Plans and the Study demonstrate the need for nationally-recognized commercial retail services and for enhanced opportunities for employment; and


WHEREAS, the Council previously approved Resolution 2006-357 approving the blight study and finding a blighted area for the “Soutel/Moncrief Retail Redevelopment Area”; it is the intent to combine both Soutel/Moncrief and New Kings Road Corridor into one community redevelopment plan to better redevelop and utilize resources in the area; and

WHEREAS, barriers exist to fulfilling such needs, including the requirement that there be environmental remediation in the area; and 


WHEREAS, the City wishes to take action to implement the tenets of the Plans, and redevelop the areas described below; and
WHEREAS, section 24.01 of the City’s Charter designates the Jacksonville Economic Development Commission (“JEDC”) as the sole community redevelopment agency for the City according to Part III, Chapter 163, Florida Statutes; and

WHEREAS, prior to adoption of the finding of blight, Florida Statute 163.346 requires a notice to taxing authorities, as that term is defined, be sent. Now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

New Kings Road Corridor Area Defined. It is hereby found and determined that (i) the area of land lying within the city limits of the City of Jacksonville identified as attached Exhibit 1, which shall be known as the “New Kings Road Corridor  Redevelopment Area”, is a slum or blighted area and qualifies as an eligible project under Chapter 163, Part III, Florida Statutes, and (ii) the rehabilitation, conservation, and redevelopment of such area is necessary in the interest of the public health, safety, morals or welfare of the residents of the City of Jacksonville.  This finding is based on studies formalized in the Finding of Necessity identified in the New Kings Road Corridor Redevelopment Area, Community Redevelopment Area Finding of Necessity revised on file with the Legislative Services Division.


Section 2.

Priority of Redevelopment.  The first priority for the redevelopment area is to foster redevelopment of the retail corridor as a means of community development.  


Section 3.

Community Redevelopment Agency. It is hereby found and determined that there is a need for a community redevelopment agency to carry out the redevelopment of the New Kings Road Corridor Redevelopment Area. Pursuant to section 24.01 of the Charter, the JEDC has been designated as the sole community redevelopment agency for the City, and therefore the JEDC shall act as the community redevelopment agency under the provisions of Chapter 163, Part III, Florida Statutes, for the redevelopment of the New Kings Road Corridor Redevelopment Area.  The Chairman of the JEDC shall appoint an advisory committee to make recommendations to the JEDC regarding the implementation of the area’s Community Redevelopment Plan to be adopted by separate Ordinance.  The District Council Member for the area will make recommendations to the JEDC Chairman for the appointment of the advisory committee members, and the JEDC Chairman will appoint the committee members pursuant to Article 24 of the Charter. 


Section 4.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

/s/ Debra Braga_________________________________

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Debra Braga
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